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purfuance  of  your  requeft, 
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3  I  have  read  the  pamphlet,  in- 
I  titled,  Obfe  rvaticms  on  the  Spa- 

nifh  Pap  ers,  with  the  utmoft 
attention ;  and,  fince  you  de¬ 
fire  my  opinion,  I  muft  inform  you,  that 
this  performance  appears  to  be  calculated 
for  nothing  lefs,  than  to  fow  the  feeds  of 
difcontent,  which  at  this  time  muft  produce 
the  worfi:  of  effects. 

The  intention  of  calling  for  the  Spanijh 
papers  on  the  1 1  th  of  December  Lift,  as 
this  author  mentions  in  p.  io,  who  fays, 
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that  Mr.  P—  prejfed.  with  honeft  zeal  the 
laying  bef  ore  the  public  every  paper  relative 
to  the  fix  years  negotiation  with  Spain,  but 
that  it  was  refufed ,  could  only  tend  to  pre¬ 
cipitate  a  new  war,  becaufe  he  then  knew, 
tnat  a  decifive  anlwer  was  hourly  expedted 
j i  om  Spain  y  and  alter  the  war  was  actually 
determined  by  that  anfwer,  the  papers  were 
laid  befor e  the  Houle  of  Commons  with  all 
the  expedition  pollible,  and  have  fince  been 

punted  by  Autionty  for  the  information  of 
the  public. 

It  is  notorious  that  all  our  difputes  with 
Spain  weie  in  a  fair  way  of  being  amicably 
adj  lifted,  till  Monlieur  de  BuJJy  prefented 
that  memorial  on  the  behalf  of  Spain  the 

2 3d  °f  Jufy>  which  was  confidered  as  an 
indignity  to  the  Britifh  Nation  ;  it  is  only 
from  that  particular  period,  that  the  Spanijh 
papers  become  interefting  to  the  public. 
Great  complaints  are  made  by  the  author 
in  the  twelve  firft  pages,  and  renewed  in 
p.  46  and  47,  that  many  papers  are  fecreted, 
and  fo  much  withheld  from  the  public,  that 
the  thread  oj  the  negotiation ,  defgnedly 
kept  intricate ,  and  embarrafjed,  cannot  be 
unravelled .  Here  is  the  utmoft  want  of  can¬ 
dor  ;  fince  it  is  publicly  known,  that  when 
tnoe  papers  were  laid  before  Parliament, 
tne  Houle  was  told,  c  that  if  any  others  were 
dcfircd,  his  Majefty  would  order  them  to 
be  delivered.’  The  Memorial  ^/'January  1761, 
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and  that  famous  one  returned  by  Spain  as 
inadmijjible,  both  mentioned  by  the  author 
in  p.  8,  were  exprefsly  offered.  Were  thefe, 
or  any  one  paper  befides,  requeued  ?  On 
the  contrary.  Did  not  Mr.  P — tt  and  his 
friends  wave  the  fubjedt  ?  P.  g,  the  author 
glances  on  the  irregularity  of  Lord  Egre- 
monds  correipondence ;  he  entered  into  his 
office  the  15  th  of  October ,  ten  days  after 
Mr.  P — ids  refignation,  and  wrote  his  fir  ft 
letters  fo  early  as  the  20th.  Were  it  ma¬ 
terial  to  the  prefent  fubjedt,  it  could  foon 
be  fhewn,  that  to  keep  a  regular  correfpon- 
dence,  and  write  an  intelligible  ftyle,  are 
qualifications  which  belong  more  to  the 
fiucceflbr  than  the  predeceflor. 

It  is  fuggefted  in  p.  10,  that  the  Family- 
Compadt  was  figned  the  15th  of  Augujl, 
and  ratified  the  1 8th  of  September ;  and 
that  Lord  Temple  did  declare,  in  a  Great 
Affembly,  that  intelligence  of  the  higheji 
moment  relative  to  thefe  matters  was  tranf 
mitted  to  this  Court ,  before  the  advice  in 
writing ,  dated  the  1  8th  of  September,  which 
occajioned  certain  rejignations .  Nothing  of 
this  kind,  is  publifhed  in  the  papers ,  &c. 

The  fadt  is,  there  is  nothing  of  this  kind 
to  publifh ;  and  as  a  proof,  the  authors  of 
that  advice  are  called  upon  to  declare,  whe¬ 
ther,  by  the  moft  diftant  hint,  they  made 
any  thing  oj~  this  kind  a  plea  in  that  paper 
of  the  1 8 tli  of  September  ;  if  they  had, 
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why  was  not  that  paper  called  for  by  Mr. 
P-  tt  l  He  was  fure  it  would  not  have 
been  tefuied.  T.  he  manueflation  of  advice, 
founded  on  intelligence  of  this  kind,  viz. 
the  Family-Compad,  would  have  thrown 
an  indelible  ftain  on  the  diifenting  part  of 
the  Cabinet  for  their  negled. 

It  the  author  is  impowered  to  declare, 
that  Mr.  P — tt  withes  to  lay  open  and 
reveal  to  the  unerring  public  both  the  mo¬ 
tives  and  adions  of  every  part  of  his  ad- 
miniftration  and  refignation,  let  him  pro¬ 
cure  the  public  the  fatisfadion  of  feeing 
that  advice  in  i writing ,  figned  by  himfelf 
and  his  brother  on  the  18th  of  September. 

P.  12,  the  author  fays,  I  was  not  a  little 
furprized,  and  I  own  greatly  concerned ,  at 
the  alarm  you  mention  J'pread  every  where  in 
your  parts  of  the  melancholy  and  ruined  fate 
cj  our  country ,  and  the  necefity  we  were 
under  of  accepting  almofl  any  peace.  The 
French,  Lord  Briftol  fays,  have  never  dif 
continued  afuring  the  Spaniards  of  our  being 
exhaufed  by  the  prefent  long  and  expenjive 
war . 

The  conclufion  is,  c  that  every  man,  who 
reprefents  the  real  hate  of  this  kingdom, 
and  the  ruinous  expence  attending  the 
German  war,  is  an  enemy  to  his  country,  and 
weeps  over  our  victories.’  Such  conclufions 
may  ferve  to  amufe  the  multitude ;  but 
furely  it  is  the  intereft  of  every  intelligent 
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perfon  to  remind  the  landholders  of  this 
kingdom,  that  it  is  full  time  a  fpeedy  flop 
fhould  be  put  to  the  prefent  unneceffary 
and  enormous  profusion  of  money,  a  load 
which  they  mud;  ultimately  bear  :  and  do 
they  not  feel  it  already  bearing  fo  hard  upon 
them,  that  they  are  unable,  with  the  utmoffc 
oeconomy,  to  fupport  that  rank  and  ap¬ 
pearance,  which  their  nominal  property 
requires  ? 

As  to  the  fallacious  picture  which  the 
author  holds  out  of  the  conquefts  afcribed  to 
the  late  Minifter,  I  will  undertake  to  prove 
how  much  the  public  is  impofed  on  by  his 
mifreprefentations  in  his  annotations.  Page 
13,  he  enumerates  a  train  of  conquefts  in 
Europe,  AJia ,  Africa  and  America,  all  owing 
to  well-digefted  plans.  Ajudicious  Writer 
would  have  drawn  a  veil  over  thofe  in  Eu¬ 
rope  and  Africa.  In  the  former  he  points 
out  Cherbourg  and  Belleifle.  Let  me  alk 
him.  What  we  got  by  thofe  conquefts  ? 
Do  they  afford  us  either  revenue,  produce, 
or  a  fafe  harbour  ?  and  doth  not  a  late  French 
writer  fay  with  propriety,  that  in  all  our 
numerous  attempts  on  their  coafls  we  have 
been  only  ‘  breaking  their  windows  with 
guineas  r’  In  Africa  our  acquiiitions  coft  us 
fourfcore  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  and  pro¬ 
duce  little  more  than  forty  ;  it  is  betides 
the  grave  of  our  men ;  we  have  loft  more 
foldiers  in  keeping  it,  than  we  have  taken 
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negroes  from  It.  What  Trader  has  not 
felt  the  conference  of  that  important  ex¬ 
pedition  to  Belleijie,  when  for  fo  manv 
months  the  feas  were  left  deffitute  of  cruifers 
and  one  fourth  of  our  naval  ftrength  was 
applied  to  that  particular  fervice,  which 

enriched  the  enemy  with  fuch  a  number  of 
captures  ? 

The  fame  mad  project  prevented  the 
expedition  to  Martinico  that  year,  and  an¬ 
other  undertaking  of  hill  higher  importance, 
againft  the  enemy’s  whole  E aft- India  fqua- 

dron  lying  in  a  defencelefs  condition  at 

Mauritius. 

Nor  let  the  main  conqueft  of  all  North¬ 
erner!  a  be  imputed  to  the  wifdom  of  plans, 
or  the  fufficiency  of  preparation.  Could 
that  gallant  Commander  be  recalled  from 
his  grave,  who  fell  before  Quebec  the  vidtim 
of  an  ill-concerted  plan,  he  would  teftify, 
how  often  he  applied  in  the  anguifh  of  his 
foul  for  additional  llrength,  and  was  as  often 
refuted,  that  he  parted  from  his  friends  at 
E or tj mouth  like  one  defhned  to  fink  under 
the  in  fufficiency  of  his  force,  defpairing  of 
fuccefs,  but  determined  to  die  :  let  Hiftory 
relate  the  event.  We  proved,  if  poffible, 
more  than  men ;  and  the  very  name  was 
dilgraced  by  the  enemy.  We  had  not  the 

lame  fuccefs,  but  the  fame  fcantinefs  of  force 
at  Martinico  in  1759. 
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Far  otherwile  hath  been  the  preparation 
this  year  againft  that  ifland ;  our  fuccefs 
there  anfwers  the  author’s  withes  in  p.  51. 
No  parallel  fhall  be  drawn  in  thefe  fheets. 
The  prefent  adminilfration  is  too  new,  hath 
too  much  to  undo,  for  encomium  to  take 
place :  mere  intentions  lliall  not  anticipate 
praife.  The  injudicious  author,  by  his 
unfair  reprefentation  of  our  former  con- 
quefts,  hath  brought  upon  his  patron  the 
animadverfions  on  ill-digefted  plans.  I  con¬ 
clude  with  obferving,  that  a  nation  is  little 
obliged  to  any  adminiftration  for  planning 
an  expedition ;  fuch  undertakings  are  ob¬ 
vious  to  any  capacity ;  even  timely  prepa¬ 
ration,  and  an  equipment  adequate  to  the 
attempt,  have  lefs  of  merit  than  mere  duty 
and  common  attention  to  intelligence.  The 
merit  retts  with  the  failor  and  the  foldier ; 
and  the  borrowing  their  glory  to  drefs  up 
a  pageant  for  the  multitude  is  an  aCt  of  un- 
dilcerning  prejudice  and  infatuation. 

Let  me  return  to  the  author  page  15, 
where  he  mentions  the  report  of  the  late 
Minifters  courting  a  war  with  Spain,  &c. 
How  often  are  oppoiite  and  contradictory 
qualities  found  in  the  fame  bofom,  iuch  as 
haughtinefs  and  tamenefs  ?  The  fame  perfon 
who  fo  quietly  gave  up  the  Atitigallican  s 
prize,  unluckily  cited  in  page  29,  as  an 
inftance  of  Spanijh  partiality  and  injuitice, 
could  two  years  after  lay  ahde  all  mode¬ 
ration. 


ration,  merely  becaufe  the  Spaniards  renew’d 
an  old  claim  to  the  fifhery,  which  by 
treaties  they  are  entitled  to  make  out  at  any 
time  they  can ;  and  requefted  us  to  relin¬ 
quish  an  encroachment  on  their  territorial 
jurifdidtion.  What  different  kinds  of  rea- 
foning  muff  have  governed  at  thefe  two 
periods  ?  In  the  firft  England  is  infulted, 
the  affair  of  the  Antigallican,  fays  our  author, 
•was  alone  of  fuch  magnitude,  as  to  have  called 
for  reprifals  againft  a  court  which  avowed 
fuch  grofs  partiality  and  injufice.  It  was* 
brought  into  Parliament,  and  there  huffi’d 
by  the  Minifter  himfelf ;  and  it  does  not 
appear  there  was  any  Memorial  on  that 
fubjedt,  which  was  a  tranfadtion  of  the 
preceding  reign  ;  now  it  is  marked  amongft 
the  principal  caufes  of  war  :  Why  then 
was  it  fo  meanly  given  up  at  firft  ?  Every 
Gentleman  was  not  of  that  tame  opinion, 
but  differed  with  the  Minifter  upon  the 
Antigallican,  as  much  as  upon  the  German 
meafures,  or  the  precipitate  advice  to  break 
with  Spain . 

In  the  fecond  period  to  produce  an  in- 
fult  equal  to  this  of  the  Antigallican  upon 
the  author’s  own  ftate,  would  be  extremely 
difficult,  and  more  fo,  to  reconcile  fo  much 
tamenefs  at  one  time  with  fo  much  haugh- 
tinefs  at  another. 

Happy  would  it  have  been,  if  this  Mi¬ 
nifter,  who  could  Shew  fo  much  pliancy  on 
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one  occafion,  had  not  changed  his  condudt 
on  others  lefs  material,  and  given  Mr.  Wall 
caufe  to  the  this  reproach,  page  27  of  the 
Spanifi  papers :  That  he  perceived  he  had  in 
vain  given  hopes  to  his  Royal  Maficr  that  a 
proper  attention  would  be  paid  to  the  Spanifh 
dehiands,  and  juft  ice  be  granted ',  See.  yet  he 
wanted  to  know  where ,  when ,  and  how  it  was 
to  be  expcSted-,  fince  we  Jhewed  710  regard  to 
Spain,  which  had  hitherto  withjlood  all  the 
advantageous  opens  made  by  F  ranee  to  enter 
into  the  prefent  war. 

It  is  laid  in  page  22,  I  believe  I  may ,  even 
from  thefe  premifes,  take  it  as  proved  beyond 
contradiction,  that  Spain  had  come  to  a  final 
reflation ,  and  only  waited  for  fome  favour¬ 
able  events  to  throw  off-'  the  mafk  of  deceit 
and  treachery :  the  denouement  quickly  fol¬ 
lowed.  Lot  d  Bnftol  explains  the  true  rea— 
fnis  in  fois  let. ter,  Sept.  21.  c  A  meffenger 
arrived  at  St.  Ildefonfo  lafi  week  with  the 

news  of  the  Jafe  arrival  of  the  Flota  in 
the  bay  of  Cadiz.’ 

Flence  the  author  would  infer  that  the 
arrival  of  the  Flota  occafioned  the  Spaniards . 
to  declare.  How  difingenuous  is  this  infe¬ 
rence  ?  Had  he  given  the  whole  of  Lord 
Brifiol  s  letter,  inftead  of  a  partial  quotation, 
the  contrary  had  appeared  ;  for  Lord  Brifiol 
writes,  ‘  I  have  been  allured  that  this  Court 
is  difappointed,  fince  there  is  little  above 
330,0001.  brought  from  America  upon  the 
Catholic  King’s  account;  which  fum,  con- 
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f  deling  it  is  the  produce  of  the  Royal  Re- 
venue  for  two  years,  in  the  Wejl-Indies,  is 
not  conliderable,  and  fhews  the  great 
mifmanagement  that  reigns  amongft  the 
alfelfors  and  colleftors  in  thole  parts.’ 

Another  grofs  mifreprefentation  relates  to 
the  Spanijh  armaments,  as  appears  from  the 
following  palfage:  ‘  That  Spam  was  fur- 
prized  Great  Britain  fhould  take  umbrage 
at  any  naval  preparations  fhe  was,  or  had 
been  making,  lince  the  acceffion  of  his  pre- 
fent  Catholic  Majefty ;  for,  including  both 
tire  (hips  of  the  line,  as  well  as  the  frigates, 
the  whole  number  did  not  exceed  in  all  that 
of  twenty  ;  which  M.  Wall  allured  me  were, 
by  feveral,  fewer  than  thofe  which  had  been 
equipped  during  the  reign  of  the  late  King 
Ferdinand.  His  Excellency  told  me,  that, 
with  regard  to  their  deftination,  fome  were 
frequently  going  backwards  and  forwards 
between  this  kingdom  and  Naples;  others 
were  intended  to  convoy  the  homeward,  or 
outward-bound  flotas,  alfogues,  or  regilter 
fhips;  and  the  remaining  ones  were  to  l'ervc 
as  a  check  upon  the  Barbary  corfairs,  and 
to  defend  their  coafts,  or  lmaller  velfels, 
from  inful ts:  and  in  relation  to  the  Third 
quellion,  his  Catholic  Majefty’s  difpolition 
and  profefiions  had  invariably  been  the 
fame,  and  were  ever  meant  to  cement  and 
cultivate  the  friendlhip  lo  happily  fubfifting 
between  our  two  courts.’  It  is  evident  the 
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Spaniards  never  thought  of  augmenting 
their  forces  by  lea  or  land,  till  they  heard 
of  the  propolition  which  was  made  by  the 
late  Minifter  to  declare  war  again  ft  them. 
Have  they  at  this  hour  a  fingle  fquadron  at 
fea  ?  They  began  their  armaments,  fo  un¬ 
fairly  reprefented  in  page  23,  upon  notice 
of  our  late  Minifter’s  hoftile  advice;  as  ap¬ 
pears  by  Lord  Brijlol's  letter,  page  64. 

*  Your  Lord  dr  ip  will,  no  doubt,  have  re¬ 
marked,  '  that  from  the  time  of  Potter  s 
departure  with  my  dilpatches  of  the  2d 
pall,  the  ftile  of  the  Spanijh  Minifter  has 
been  foftening  gradually.  What  had  oc- 
cafioned  the  great  fermentation  during  that 
period  at  this  court,  the  effedts  of  which  I 
felt  from  General  Wall’ s  animated  difeourfe 
at  the  Efeurial,  was,  the  notice  having, 
about  that  time,  reached  the  Catholic  King, 
that  the  change  wjiich  had  happened  in  the 
EngUfh  adminiftration,  was  relative  to  mea- 
fures  propofed  to  be  taken  againft  this 
country:  Hence  arofe  that  fudden  wrath 
and  paftion,  which,  for  a  fhort  time,  affedted 
the  whole  Spanijh  court ;  as  it  was  thought 
moft  extraordinaay  here,  that  the  declaring, 
war  againft  the  Catholic  King  Ihould  ever 
have  been  moved  in  His  Majefty’s  councils, 
ftnee  the  Spaniards  have  always  looked  upon 
themfelves  as  the  aggrieved  party ;  and,  of 
courle,  never  could  imagine,  tnat  the  Eng- 
HJh  would  be  the  Firft  to  begin  a  war  with 
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them.’  And  fo  little  were  they  prepared 
before,  that  they  have  not  yet  one  arma¬ 
ment  compleat. 

From  this  fair  expofition  of  fads,  with¬ 
out  attempting  to  deceive  by  partial  quo¬ 
tations,  every  unprejudiced  reader  will  al¬ 
low,  that  the  prelent  war  with  Spam  might 
have  been  avoided,  if  that  fatal  advice  had 
never  been  given.  Thefe  reafons,  fupported 
by  the  above  quotations,  fufficiently  refute 
the  author’s  l'uppofition  in  page  27,  that  a 
war  with  Spain  was  inevitable  lad  Sep¬ 
tember.  His  frequent  reference  to  the  written 
advice  figned  that  month  by  Lord  Pemple 
and  Mr.  P — tt  can  be  with  no  other  view, 
than  to  miilead  the  credulity  of  the  public, 
by  fuggefting  their  reafons  for  declaring 
war  to  have  been  founded  on  the  intelli¬ 
gence  of  the  hoftiie  Family-Compad.  I 
alfert  the  contrary,  and  once  more  call,  in 
the  name  of  the  public,  for  a  light  of  that 
paper.  How  uncandid  again  is  the  fuggef- 
tion  in  page  27,  that  the  noblefi  opportunity 
of  expeditioujly  and  glorioufy  terminating  the 
French  and  Spanilh  wars  might  have  been 
feized,  which  is  now  irrecoverably  loft. 

Surely  the  intelligent  reader  mull  refent 
fo  bold  an  alfertion,  when  he  recolleds 
that  the  flota  was  arrived  fome  days  before 
the  18th  of  September ,  and  Sir  George 
Pocock  had  been  failed  long  enough  with 
four  thoufand  troops  to  reinforce  our  vido- 
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rious  army,  and  decide  the  fate  of  Stain  in 
the  IV ejl  Indies.- 

Would  the  author  prefume  that  we  fhould 
have  begun  with  an  attack  upon  the  Spanijh 
fettlements,  and  left  the  French  the  only- 
port  in  thofe  parts,  where  a  fleet  could  be 
covered  with  fafety  ?  1  mean  Martinico. 
Thus,  fo  far  from  any  opportunity  being  loft 
os  neglebted,  the  utmoft  vigour  hath  been 
exerted  in  time,  by  fitting  out  the  moft 
formidable  force  that  ever  went  abroad  in 
any  adrniniftration,  and  pointed  to  the 
greateft  objeifts. 

Hitherto  the  author  hath  confined  him- 
felf  to  partial  and  difingenuous  quotations 
from  the  Spanijh  papers  ;  but  in  p.  30  and 
31  the  real  motives  of  this  pamphlet  are 
difcovered  ;  to  depreciate  the  new  part  of 
the  admimftiation,  and  raife  the  charadter 
of  his  abdicated  friend.  He  laments,  that 
the  fame  unanimity,  which  had  carried  on 
the  war  in  Germany,  and  rejected  the  Ulti¬ 
matum  of  Prance,  did  not  prevail  on  the 
1 8th  of  September  againft  Spain.  I  too 
moft  lincerely  lament  that  fatal  unanimity 
which  carried  us  to  Germany  that  fo  good 
and  gracious  a  Sovereign,  who  glories  in, 
the  name  of  Briton,  was  found  to  involved 
at  his  accefiion  to  the  throne ;  and  that  the 
fincerity  of  France  was  not  put  to  the  proof 
by  our  doling  with  her  propofitions  :  but, 
involved  as  we  are,  there  is  ftill  room  to 

hope 


(  H  ) 

hope  Great  'Britain  will  be  happy.  The 
chief  promoter  of  deftrudtive  mealures,  in 
a  reign  where  German  counfels  opened  the 
only  road  to  favour,  hath  abdicated ;  and 
I  hope  foon  to  congratulate  my  countrymen 
on  the  fuppreftion  of  any  other  authority 
which  per  fids  in  the  fame  meafures ;  I  mean, 
an  authority  derived  from  Court-cunning, 
anU  in  veiled  with  the  difpofal  of  employ¬ 
ments.  I  remember  indeed,  in  the  late 
reign,  when  the  Crown  attempted  to  exert 
its  juft  prerogative  in  the  choice  of  its  Ser¬ 
vants,  this  very  authority,  with  the  ipirit 
of  rebellion  then  raging  in  the  kingdom, 
by  threats  of  refignations,  and  defertion, 
fet  up -a  prerogative  of  its  own,  and  un¬ 
gratefully  forced  into  office  the  late  abdi¬ 
cated  Minifter.  Tears  of  indignation  were 
feen  to  fall,  when  that  obnoxious  Servant 
was  ill'll  obtruded  upon  the  Royal  Prefence; 
but  the  cafe  is  now  altered.  Refignation 
and  defertion  have  been  found  to  have  no 
effect,  much  lefs  will  any  menaces  of  that 
kind.  A  Prince  now  adorns  the  throne, 
who  hath  nothing  in  view,  but  the  difeharge 
of  that  duty  to  which  he  is  called  by  Pro¬ 
vidence,  entrufting  Him  with  the  care  of 
a  great  and  free  people.  He  knows  that 
their  prefervation  conlifts  in  the  reduction 
of  our  prefent  expences,  and  on  Him  the 
whole  nation  depends,  that  BritijJe  meafures 
will  foon  take  place,  and  that  the  ruinous 
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wafle  of  fix  millions  and  a  half  a  year  in  Ger¬ 
many  will  be  faved  to  this  country.  What 
will  he  deferve,  who  lhall  be  found  upon 
enquiry  to  have  obftruded  a  gracious  hand 
in  the  work  of  public  falvation  ? 

The  majority  of  reprefentatives  will  con¬ 
cur  with  their  conftituents  in  fupporting 
thofe  meafures,  which  will  render  Britain 
happy  and  powerful,  and  his  reign  the  glory 
of  our  annals.  I  leave  to  the  author  the 
lame  liberty  I  have  juft  taken.  Let  him 
level  his  invedives  where  he  pleafes.  It  is 

to  be  hoped,  that  the  two  S - s  of  S — te, 

not  more  indued  by  infpiration  with  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  buftnefs  than  the  laft,  will  oblerve 
fuch  a  conduit,  as  will  raife  them  above 
pen  lure  ;  but  as  to  the  laborious  Gentleman, 
who  hath  long  paced  in  the  tramels  of  the 
State,  can  his  indujlry  and  experience  be 
proper  fubjeds  of  larcafm  from  the  fame 
author,  who  feems  fo  hurt  with  inexperience 
in  others  P  The  author,  under  the  neceffity 
of  faying  fomething,  has  run  into  this  pal¬ 
pable  contradidion,  rather  than  be  ftlent ; 
and  would  have  been  lilent  altogether  upon 
this  Gentleman,  if,  like  his  relations,  he 
had  departed  from  his  public  profeftions, 
and  fadioully  delerted  his  King  and  Country 
in  the  time  of  danger  :  perhaps  he  would 
have  been  loaded  with  panegyric,  if  he 
had  made  one  of  that  tumultuous  proceflion, 
when  the  late  penlioned  Minilter,  with 
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unparallelled  gratitude,  teRified  his  acknow¬ 
ledgments  to  his  fpontaneous  benefactor,  by 
a  triumphant  entry  into  the  city,  to  con¬ 
vince  his  Royal  Mailer,  that,  reduced  by 
his  own  ad  to  a  private  Ration,  he  could 
Rill  afpire  to  vie  with  him  in  the  number 
of  attendants,  and  the  loudnefs  of  their 
acclamations  :  an  exploit  of  magnanimity 
and  heroifm,  which  will  never  be  forgot ! 

In  p.  37  it  is  laid,  that  the  new  MiniRry 
were  got  off  from  the  true  ground,  which 
was  the  Memorial  of  Spanifh  affairs  fent 
verbatim  from  Madrid,  and  the  Letter  of 
Lord  Briltol  oj  the  31/?  <?/  AuguR,  with  the 
inclofures,  and  have  confined  their  view  to 
the  Jingle  point  of  the  late  Treaty,  or  the 
Family -Compact.  Surely  the  author  forgets 
that  the  Court  of  Spam  had  apologized 
for  their  Memorial  prelented  by  Buffy,  p.  9. 
or  the  Spanijh  papers.  ‘  But  he  affirmed 
to  me  (fays  Lord  Brifiol)  that  the  intention 
of  the  Court  of  Madrid,  in  affenting  to 
that  propolal,  was  totally  void  of  any  defign 
to  retard  the  peace,  and  ablblutely  free  from 
the  leall  intention  of  giving  oflence  to  His 
MajeRy,  tho’  it  appeared  that  Rep  had  been 
produdive  of  different  effeds.’  And  p.  13. 

‘  However,  he  (the  Catholic  King)  will 
affirm  and  does  affirm  to  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  and  to  the  whole  world,  that  his 
intention  in  con  fen  ting  thereto,  as  well  as 
m  approving  of  it,  was  not  to  offend  the 
dignity  of  that  Crown,  or  retard  its  peace ; 

on 


(  *7  ) 

on  the  contrary,  to  confolidate  it,  and,  in 
all  human  poflibility,  to  perpetrate  it f 
and,  in  p.  15,  ‘  It  is  repeated  in  anfwer,  that 
Spain  only  confented  that  France  iliould 
take  this  ftep,  in  as  much  as  it  appeared 
not  only  inoffenfive,  but,  on  the  contrary, 
to  come  more  from  an  honed;  and  lincere 
friend  than  an  enemy ;  and  that  Spain  is 
far  from  thinking  to  irritate  England.  She 
would  not  have  ltaid  to  chufe  her  time  fo 
ill,  if  views  of  prudence  and  moderation 
had  not  contained  her,  and,  above  ail,  the 
never-loft  hopes  of  finding  juftice  in  the 
Britifh  Court.’  And  a  little  farther,  ‘  The 
Catholic  King  approves  of  and  eiteems,  in 
other  Monarchs,  thofe  fentiments  of  ho¬ 
nour  he  feels  himfelf ;  and  if  he  had 
thought  that  the  delivery  of  the  Memorial 
had  been  conftrued  as  an  intimation,  and 
a  threat,  he  would  never  have  confented 
to  it.’  After  thefe  apologies,  there  re¬ 
mained  no  other  objedt  to  fettle  with  Spain, 
but  what  was  then  under  negotiation;  till 
we  had  received  certain  intelligence  of  a 
treaty  figned  by  France  and  Spain.  I  have 
obferved,  and  repeat  again,  that  we  had 
no  authentic  account  of  this  treaty  on  the 
1 8th  of  September ;  but  the  moment  we 
had,  inftrudtions  were  fent  to  the  Earl  of 
Brijlol  to  demand  a  fight  of  it,  or  at  lead 
an  alfuranCe,  that  it  contained  nothing  in¬ 
jurious  to  Great  Britain.  Where  hath  any 
time  been  loll,  or  wherein  have  we  been 
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found  deficient  in  proper  fpirit  ?  And  in 
oidei  to  have  juft  grounds  to  declare  war, 
a  precife  and  categorical  anfwer  is  demanded 
from  the  court  of  Madrid ,  Whether  it  hath 
any  hoftile  intention  at  this  critical  con¬ 
juncture  againft  Great  Britain.  Surely  the 
adminiftration  went  far  enough. 

T  he  lum  total  of  the  whole  in  page  48 
is  a  lurprife,  that  there  fhould  be  a  difference 
of  opinion  with  regard  to  meafures  to  be 
taken  againft  Spain  on  the  1 8  th  of  Septem¬ 
ber,  from  what  Spain  had  already  done,  and 
not  from  what  that  court  might  farther  in¬ 
tend  to  do.  What  doth  it  appear,  that  Spain 
had  already  done  on  that  day  ?  She  had  apo¬ 
logized  for  the  memorial  prefented  by  Bufy, 
and  avow’d  a  cordiality  with  France.  As 
to  the  Family- Compadt,  was  it  fo  much  as 
mentioned  in  the  advice  figned  on  the  18th 
of  September  ?  If  not,  let  me  then  afk  the 
impartial  public,  Whether  on  that  day  there 
was  lufticient  ground  for  a  rupture  with 
Spain,  or  whether  then  was  the  jundture 
to  enter  into  a  new  war  ?  determined  as 
Mr.  P  — tt  was  to  perfevere  in  the  totality 
of  the  old,  and  forefeeing,  as  he  ought  to 
have  done,  how  far  we  Ihould  be  involved 
in  the  defence  of  Portugal,  which  at  this 
time,  if  the  rumour’d  meafures  are  carried 
into  execution,  will  coft  this  Nation  mil¬ 
lions  in  addition  to  the  fix  millions  and  a 
half  expended  in  Germany  purfuant  to  his 
plan. 


Let 
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Let  the  cool  and  unprejudiced  decide 
whether  this  nation  is  equal  to  fuch  profufe 
and  ruinous  undertakings ;  they  may  fuit 
a  Minifter  totally  unacquainted  with  figures, 
and  who  hath  the  hardinefs  to  affert,  that 
they  are  not  neceffary  to  a  Statefman  ;  the 
greateft  Minifters  have  made  them  their 
principal  Study  :  it  was  owing  to  this  know¬ 
ledge,  that  Sully  reftored  France .  Mr. 
P — tt  therefore  ought  to  have  considered, 
before  he  involved  this  nation  precipitately 
in  a  Spanijh  war,  that  there  was  an  argu¬ 
ment  againft  the  declaration  of  it  on  the 
1 8th  of  September ,  not  indeed  in  the  Spanijh 
papers,  hut  more  forcible  than  any  intel¬ 
ligence  whatever ;  it  is,  that  we  had  twelve 
millions  to  borrow  ;  and  it  would  have  been 
the  height  of  imprudence  to  have  declared 
a  new  war,  till  that  neceffary  Step  was  firlt 
taken.  Whoever  recollects  the  terrible  effect 
produced  by  the  Spanijh  war,  even  after  the 
loan  was  contracted  for,  by  a  fall  of  feven 
per  cent .  will  be  convinced,  that  it  was 
wifdom  to  temporize  two  or  three  months 
under  all  our  fufpicions,  and  madnefs  to 
create  a  new  war,  which,  as  hath  been 
already  obferved,  might  at  that  time  have 

iunk  our  dreams  of  ambition  into  bank¬ 
ruptcy.  N 

Had  the  declaration  of  war  taken  place 
before  the  firft  payments  in  December ,  the 
depofit  would  not  have  been  made  at  all, 
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and  in  confequence  the  fupplies  for  the 
current  fervice  been  put  in  hazard ;  hecaufe 
the  liibfcribers  to  the  new  loan  would 
never  have  made  good  their  depofit  with 
a  lofs  of  feven  per  cent .  as  it  is  very  well 
known  that  thofe  fubfcriptions  are  not 
obligatory. 

To  conclude  :  I  will  only  recommend, 
that  the  public  would  give  the  new  admi- 
niftration,  for  weeks,  the  fame  fair  play 
which  was  given  the  late  Minifter  for  years, 
and  wait  to  lee  whether  they  mean  to  con¬ 
tinue  the  weak  and  pernicious  part  of  Mr. 
P — tt’s  plan,  or  whether  they  do  not  feri- 
oufly  intend  to  extricate  us  from  thofe  mea- 
fures,  and  enable  us  to  continue  the  war 
upon  fuch  a  footing,  as  may  fecure  us  the 
invaluable  bleffing  ot  a  fafe  and  honourable 
peace.  To  fhew  my  impartiality  to  all 
lets  of  Minifters,  I  will  very  frankly  de¬ 
clare,  that  if  I  do  not  fhortly  fee  effectual 
methods  taken  to  difintangle  us  from  our 
foreign  fhackles,  it  will  become  a  matter 
of  perfect  indifference  to  me  who  are  the 
Minifters.  It  is  no  juftification  to  the  beft- 
meaning  men  in  the  kingdom,  that  they 
give  alfurances  of  their  fincere  inclinations 
to  purfue  right  meafures,  but  that  they  are 
impeded  by  a  collegue  in  office,  while  it 
it  is  believed  that  the  former  are  poffiefted 
of  power  to  controul  the  latter.  Supinenefs 
will  be  conftrued  into  timidity,  the  con- 
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ravers  at  bad  meafures  will  be  deemed 
equally  culpable  with  the  projectors,  and 
if  they  flatter  themfelves,  that  the  public 
will  draw  a  line  between  withes  and  actions, 
they  will  find  themfelves  vaftly  miftaken. 
Let  them  recoiled  in  time,  that  no  ma¬ 
jority  can  be  procured  to  withftand  the 
power  of  the  Crown,  enforcing  a  falutary 
plan  with  the  concurrence  of  the  people. 
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